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Details of Proposed Upgrades Included in THE VOTE 

At the community meetings held last week there were a number of questions regarding the 

upgrades being proposed by the Board. The details below are being provided so that residents 

have a better understanding of each item. 

PARKING LOT EXPANSION 

The current parking lot at the main Clubhouse has 108 spaces for general parking and eight 

handicap spaces. The proposed expansion would be located adjacent to the existing lot and 

would have 34 general spaces and four handicap spaces. During the winter months a portion of 

the parking lot would be used for snow removal equipment. This past winter a significant portion 

of the Freedom Clubhouse parking lot was used for snow removal equipment which limited the 

parking available for residents. 

PICKLEBALL 

Some residents have asked….what is pickleball? Pickleball is a relatively new sport that has 

become extremely popular in active adult communities across the US. It is played on a court 

smaller than a tennis court with a lower net. The players use lightweight paddles and a plastic 

ball with holes in it, like a wiffle ball. Since the court is smaller than a tennis court, there is less 

running involved. Most pickleball paddles weigh less than a tennis racquet, so there is less stress 

on the player's elbow and shoulder. 

The proposed pickleball court would allow four games to be played simultaneously in an area 

approximately the same size as one tennis court. It would be located adjacent to the expanded 

parking lot described above. 

POOL AWNINGS 

The two proposed pool awnings for the Clubhouse would each provide shade for an area 

approximately 12’ X 24’. They would have all-season fabric tops that are supported by metal 

posts secured in concrete footings. Residents have requested additional shaded areas at the pool 

for many years. 

LARGER JITNEY 

The current jitney can hold 20 passengers and is due to be replaced in a few years. A larger jitney 

would hold more passengers and provide an area for storage when used for shopping trips around 

the holidays. Currently clubs that use the jitney have to limit the number of people who can 

participate in a trip or have to run two separate trips to the same venue. A larger jitney would 

eliminate the need for extra trips in some instances which would save operating expense. It 

would also be more economical than renting a much larger commercial bus. 



RESURFACE TENNIS COURT 

The current tennis court is deteriorating and requiring an increasing amount of maintenance. The 

underlying base must be replaced and resurfaced. Restoring the tennis court in this manner will 

save on future maintenance expenses. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

All of these items are included in the ballot that was recently mailed to each homeowner. To be 

approved, two-thirds of all homeowners must vote “Yes”, which is over 725 “Yes” votes. 

For those of you who feel that you would not benefit from any the improvements described 

above, consider the following, which is an excerpt from the Board’s article that will appear in the 

May Newsletter: 

Some of you may recall that last year Canal Walk was named the Best Adult Community in 

Somerset County by the Courier News. While we can all be proud of that achievement, we cannot 

rest on our laurels. The Board’s recommendations are bold initiatives that we believe will allow 

us to maintain our position as the best in the County, and as one of the best in the State. Not 

many of us think about it, but we are in competition with other surrounding active adult 

communities when it comes to attracting new buyers for resales. While most of us are not 

planning to sell anytime soon, eventually every one of our homes will be up for sale. For us to 

stay at the head of the pack we must continuallymaintain and improve the common elements of 

our community which includes adding to its amenities. The last thing any of us wants is for 

Canal Walk to look tired and out of date like some of the older “retirement communities” do. 

That not only depresses property values, but it also detracts from the ambiance of the community 

and the quality of life for its residents.    

FOR THE REASONS STATED ABOVE THE BOARD URGES YOU TO VOTE “YES”. 

WE TRUST THAT YOU WILL DO WHAT’S BEST FOR OUR COMMUNITY. 

 

Thank you. 

Canal Walk Board of Directors 

 

 

 


