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FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
POOL UPDATE: 

Now that we are well into the summer pool season, everyone should be awareof our 
pool procedures.  As our population continues to grow, it becomes important to all 
residents that we all abide by our pool rules and regulations including hours of operation 
(prominently posted and listed in this Newsletter), number of allowable guests and the 
display of wrist bands by everyone using the pools on weekends and holidays. We have 
asked our pool company, Candlewood Management, to provide an additional individual, 
so as not to interfere with the lifesaving responsibly of the lifeguards, to patrol the pool 
areas and remind anyone who has not registered with the lifeguard and obtained a wrist 
band for themselves and guests, to do so.  Non-compliance is subject to penalties 
including loss of privileges and fines. We ask for everyone’s cooperation, as our 
population grows and more and more people enjoy the facilities. 

You may have noticed the indoor pool being closed early in July.  During this 
closure, the pool was drained for maintenance of the Diamond Bright plaster for the 
removal of surface calcium which has been the cause of cloudy water.  Calcium is 
expected as a part of the normal Diamond Bright curing process. 

We hope all are enjoying our outdoor pools and the new umbrellas, lounge chairs and 
tables we have added this season.  New awnings/umbrellas are scheduled for purchase, 
but with over a 10 week delivery, installation will be planned for the next pool season. 

 
FINANCES: 

Nothing very exciting to report; this is a good thing.  Our monthly cash flow is good, 
with income and expenses tracking our budget expectations.  Our Reserves are 
approximately 4.6 million dollars; membership account is approximately $522,000.  
Overall our financial condition is excellent.For those interested in the details, a copy of 
our 2016 Financial Audit is available from the Management Office. 
 
BOARD ELECTION: 

The “Call for Candidates” for a Board election in October ended on Friday June 30th 
at 4:30 PM. The only applications were from the existing board members, Bernie Worst 
and Nick Iorio.  To ratify their re-election to the board, a community vote, in person or by 
proxy, will be held during the Annual Meeting scheduled for October 26, 2017.  A 
quorum of 10% of the eligible voters is required.   
 
COMMUNITY NOTES: 

Construction of the main entrance has begun with the closure, for several days, to 
connect underground utilities for the new sections.  Work will continue throughout, with 
basecoat paving of roadways and establishing a new curb line for the front entrance.  As 
planned, the entrance will provide separate lanes of access for residents and guests, new 
access gates, as well as the new expanded guard house.   



We’re very proud of the new refinished interior of the Clubhouse: after almost 13 
years of wear and tear, the new paint and new carpet provides a clean and updated look.  
Thanks to the design work of Design East, Inc. and the tolerance of the management staff 
working through the disruption caused by these changes. 

As a reminder, we distribute Community Update email for community news.  If you 
are not currently receiving this email and would like to be informed in a timely manner, 
please send Tom Merklinger (tmerklinger@askaa.com) your email address and ask to be 
added to the Community Update distribution list. 
 
TRAFFIC CALMING: 

The site plans submitted to the township have been approved with modifications.  
Franklin Township reviewed our Speed Hump proposal and has asked us to modify and 
replace the speed humps planned for Canal Walk Blvd. with raised intersection at each of 
the main intersecting streets.  The raised intersections will be similar to the one we had 
planned for the Canal Walk Blvd. /Bayard Rd. intersection.  Raised intersections will be 
located at Delaware Crossing, Jay’s Corner, Hardenberg, Tallman La. and Stryker Rd. all 
intersecting with Canal Walk Blvd.  Road striping was approved as submitted.  

 
RECREATION AREA: 

The new shuffle board courts have been completed as has the reconstruction of the 
putting green, chipping platform and landscaping.  As an interim arrangement, the tennis 
courts have been re-striped to provide an overlay of four pickle ball courts.  When used 
for pickle ball, we have provided portable net sets.  These portable nets are easily 
installed and removed. 

The Township has approved our drawing submission for four permanent pickle ball 
courts and expanded parking.  Work should be scheduled and begun as you read this 
article, with completion planned and expected this fall.  Once the pickle ball courts are 
completed, the tennis courts will be restored for tennis only striping. 
 
LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE: 

There are cases in the community where individual sprinkler systems are not being 
used effectively and lawns are turning brown.  With the continued warm weather 
throughout the summer, it is your responsibility to adequately irrigate your property to 
maintain the fresh and healthy appearance of our community.  Management reserves the 
right to enforce proper care if proper care is not apparent. 

 

A PERSONAL NOTE: 

 I want to personally thank the community for the overwhelmingly positive vote for 
the financial plan of the transition settlement.  As any vote generates a feeling of 
uncertainty, this vote especially, generated a high level of concern.  The whole board, and 
I personally, felt what we proposed, as we repeatedly stated, was totally for the benefit of 
the community.  While there were a few who voted against, the vote with a 94% approval 
was an endorsement by the community for the betterment and future of Canal Walk, as 
well as an endorsement for the Board of Directors.  Thank you all. 
 Continue to have a great summer, and by this time we’re sure we will all be looking 
for the cooler days of fall. 



 Bernie Worst for the Board of Directors: 

 

    Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio and Bernie Worst 

 
 
CANAL WALK’S OWN WEBSITE 

Canal Walk residents can check on what activities are planned and sign up for activities 
right from their home computer. Just type this address and you will get to our Canal Walk 
Website: http://www.canalwalkhoa.com. 
 Our Website was developed by Skip Krals, who still helps us from Arizona. The 
Website is managed by Howard Kliger, Elaine Whelan, Mo Kim, Fred Ford and Susan 
Kobren.  
 
TO SEE CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES ON YOUR TV: 
NOW ON CHANNEL 8 IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 
OR USE CHANNEL 281 IF YOU DO HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 
 
[Insert: These two announcements should appear at the bottom of the front page, as 
usual.] 
 
Canal Walk Reservation Policy 

 

• Sign-ups are required for most events at Canal Walk (unless otherwise stated). 

• Each community sponsored event requires sign-ups and prepayment with check 
payable to C.W.H.O.A.A.F. 

• Residents at Canal Walk will have first opportunity to reserve a space for an 
event. 

• Events will be open to guests providing that the event has not been sold out.  
Notice will be given when the event is open to guests. 

• As always, each event is first come, first served. 
 
Canal Walk Refund Policy 

• Effective July 1, 2016, the following revision to the Refund Policy is for any and 
all tickets, trips or reservations made for events arranged by the Clubhouse 
Activities, Cultural Arts and Trips Committees and the Activity Director. 

• Once you register and pay for any event, you have the absolute right to 
admission for that event. There will be no refunds for any reason. The only 
exception is if there is a wait list and the Office is able to book a person to take 
your place. This policy is to properly manage our finances and is consistent with 
almost all performance venues.  

• If you cannot use the reservation, you may sell your ticket or right to admission, 
or give it to someone else.  

 
 

FROM THE ENCLAVE BOARD 



Hopefully, we are all enjoying summer breezes that make us feel fine, as the song 
by Darrell Crofts and Jimmy Seals says so melodically. 
 While we all enjoy the warm weather (as we should), please remember that the 
community has come alive with adults and children swimming, playing games, and 
walking dogs, often at dusk, which is happily much later in the summer evenings. What is 
always paramount during the summer is safety. Please keep an eye out for your 
neighbors, both young and old. They are special, with none to spare, as the saying goes. 

John P. LoPresti, Jr., President, The Enclave Board 

 

Water Leak Detectors 

Unfortunately, water leaks happen, often causing extensive damage. The damage 
is compounded when it takes place in our low-rise buildings, where it not only affects 
your home but those below and next to you.  

The Enclave Board strongly encourages everyone, low-rise or townhouse-style 
unit owners, to install water leak detectors in every area that might be subject to a water 
leak, e.g., under water heaters, washing machines, sinks, etc. Current detectors have 
sensors that are very sensitive and detect water almost instantly, sounding an alarm well 
before there’s damage. They are easy to install and available in a variety of models that 
range from a smart system tied to your home Wi-Fi and smart home system, to simple 
low-tech detectors that are powered by battery or plug into an electrical receptacle. A 
large selection can be found at Loews, Home Depot, and online. 

Ben Caudo, Vice President, The Enclave Board 

     

 
  
 
      

COVENANTS COMMITTEE 
 PMR:  While I have been happy with the way the PMRs are coming in, complete, we 
do have one problem. We are getting PMRs after the fact.  So “stuff” is getting done and 
then PMRs are submitted.  Everyone in Canal Walk is expected to be familiar with the 
Rules and Regulations. They are there for the protection of the entire community.  Even 
if you disagree with some of the rules, they are in place.  Please do not do any exterior 
work on your property without a PMR.   
 Yeah, speed humps are coming, STOP signs stay in place, and hopefully this will 
prevent any accidents on our streets.  
      Dave Lyttle 

 

 The best bargain in Canal Walk is our Newsletter. It's mailed to every home in 

the community free. There is no line item in the budget, and all costs including 

printing, set-up, and postage is paid for by the advertisers. The members of the 

editorial board are all volunteers as are the many people in the community who 

organize our clubs and activities. 

  When you patronize one of our advertisers, please let them know you live in 

Canal Walk. We will soon be twelve hundred homes and that's a lot of buying 

power. 



          

           
 

ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Free medical equipment!   
 If you are in need of medical equipment or have equipment that you no longer have 
use for - please contact me.  Here at Canal Walk we recycle wheelchairs, walkers, shower 
chairs, raised toilet seats, canes, and a few smaller items.  I'm in touch with a faith-based 
organization that also houses a large supply of medical equipment.  There is no fee nor 
time restriction for the material.  My phone number is 908-581-8246. 
        Joan Klimpl 

 
 
 
 
 
CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

Calendar: Friday, Aug, 18 at 7 PM - Pool Party 

 “Partying by the Pool” will be held on the patio by the outdoor pool at the main 
Clubhouse on Friday, Aug. 18 at 7 PM. Sandwiches will be provided, and a DJ will be on 
hand to entertain us with music.   
 The Clubhouse Activities Committee is planning a Clubhouse event featuring a 
mentalist for September 8th.  Please be on the lookout for a flyer with more information 
either in the kiosk in the Clubhouse or on the Canal Walk Website. 
        Seena Allen 
 
 
  
 
SUNDAY CINEMA COMING ATTRACTIONS: 

• SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 - Grand Torino - 2009 Golden Globe nominee/Season 5 Kickoff 
Party 

• SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 - Amadeus - 1984 Oscar Best Picture - Opera Club crossover 
event 

• OCTOBER 15, 2017 - The Cider House Rules - 1999 Oscar Best Actor 
• OCTOBER 22, 2017 - Hidden Figures - 2017 Oscar nominee  
• NOVEMBER 12, 2017 - Monsoon Wedding - 2002 Golden Lion Award 
• DECEMBER 10, 2017 - Day of the Jackal  - 1973 BAFTA Award 
• JANUARY 14, 2018 - Much Ado about Nothing - 1993 Golden Globe nominee 
• FEBRUARY 11, 2018 - Chef - 2015 Tribeca Film Festival Award 
• MARCH 4, 2018 - A Man Called Ove - 2017 Oscar nominee/Oscar Party 
• APRIL 15, 2018 - Fargo - 1997 Oscar Best Actress 
• MAY 6, 2018 - Spotlight - 2016 Oscar Best Picture 
• JUNE 10, 2018 - Ordinary People - 1981 Oscar Best Picture 



 On June 25, Canal Walk movie lovers relaxed and watched Remains of the Day, 
starring film legend, Anthony Hopkins.  The film tells the 1930s story of a proper English 
butler and how he forgoes personal matters in order to faithfully serve, and overlooks his 
master’s Nazi sympathies and growing anti-Semitism. Twenty years after his employer's 
death, he begins to regret his loyalty to his former master.Gail Daly expertly moderated 
the finer points of the film regarding social norms, political issues, and integrity, and 
generated a lively discussion to the full house of film devotees – finely done! Gourmet 
treats added to the group’s afternoon enjoyment.  
 Sunday Cinema continues this month on summer hiatus with the fifth season of 
Sunday Cinema beginning this fall showcasing an exciting lineup of films.All Canal 

Walk residents are welcome to this free eventto relax, view, socialize and discuss 
many award winning classic, documentary and independent films.Sunday Cinema meets 
each month in the fall, winter and spring, and in addition, offers special showings with 
guest movie producers, Rutgers’ film professors and Canal Walk resident specialists.We 
gather in the Ladies Card Room at 1:30 PM for a 2 PM film start.  Please check the 
calendar on the Canal Walk TV Station and Website, in the Newsletters, and on the 
Clubhouse Lobby poster, for the entire schedule of all upcoming events. To be part of 
this discussion, entertainment and social event, email Marion at myudow@gmail.com to 
receive current information. See you at the movies! 
                                               Marion Yudow and Judy Gottlieb 

 

 
 

CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 As we study the book of Philippians in the Bible, some may question how we 
approach this study. We have a small study guide that leads us through reading the 
Scripture and also provides questions related to our readings. There are three types of 
questions: observation, interpretation, and application. The guide indicates that many 



questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or 
application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly. 
This has been an effective way to search the Bible through the study guide and through 
sharing with other members of the group. No matter how much or how little we have read 
of the Bible – there is always more for us to learn! Whether you are able to join us or not, 
we encourage you to read this marvelous book. All are welcome to join us on Tuesdays at 
4:00 in the Club Room. Hope you are having a blessed summer! 

 Gail Tornquist CI, CT 
Sign Language/English Interpreter 
 
 
GENEALOGY 

 Calendar:July 26: Family Search workshop.  Attendees will go through sample 
searches in order to become more familiar with the site and its offerings. 
August 23: Ancestry, Part 1 
September 27: Ancestry, Part 2 
 At its second meeting, the Genealogy group heard a presentation from Susan Kobren 
about the Family Search website.  Family Search is the free genealogical branch of the 
Mormon Church, gathering, preserving and sharing genealogical records worldwide. 
Despite much carpet-laying and furniture-moving commotion in the area adjacent to the 
ballroom, members were able to learn much about this valuable site.   
 All meetings include time for success stories as well as a Q&A period. 
          Judy Tasoff 

 

GREAT DECISIONS 

 This fall we’ll have four sessions: August 8, September 7, October 12 and November 
9. The background material will be available on the Concierge Desk in the main 
Clubhouse on the Sunday prior to each meeting date. Meetings will be in the Club Room 
at 7:30 PM. Everyone is invited for a discussion of some aspect of US foreign policy. 
          Merrill Taub 

 

AUGUST TRIPS 

• August 14 & 15th, NY Yankees vs Mets game @ Yankee  Stadium (night)( (sold 

out) 

• August 16th– Aladdin @ New Amsterdam Theatre &Bandstand @ Bernard Jacobs 
Theater(sold out) 

• August 17th – Come From Away @ Gerald Schoenfeld Theater &Groundhog Day 
@ August Wilson Theater(sold out) 

• Sept. 2nd, NY Yankees vs Boston Red Sox(sold out) 

• Sept. 26th, Anastasia @ Broadhurst Theater 

• Sept. 24th, NY Jets vs Miami Dolphin- 1pm 

• Oct. 15th , NY Jets vs New England Patriots- 1pm 

• Oct. 29th, NY Jets vs Atlanta Falcons- 1pm 

• Oct. 5th& 12th , The Honeymooners @ Paper Mill Playhouse ( Matinee) 

• Nov.25th, Celtic Thunder @ MAYO Performance Arts Center 



• Dec. 2nd, Annie @ Paper Mill Playhouse (Matinee) 

• April 13th, 2018, Johnny Mathis @ NJPAC 

NOTE 

 Please check flyers for complete update of new Broadway shows, concerts, and 
family events. September’s newsletter will have new shows added. 
          Bill Corson 

 
ARTS AND CRAFTS 

 CALENDAR: 

• Tuesday, August 1st 10:00 – 3:00 Oil Painting Class, Flamingo Scene (see flyer in 
Lobby) $35.  Bring your easel. If you need one, we still have some for sale. 

     Sunday, August 20th – glass fusing class. $15. 

• Our new pottery artist, Danielle Morgan, has agreed to hold individual pottery 
wheel classes on Sundays by appointment. Time slots are 1:00 -3:00.  Each hourly 
instruction class is $12, supplies are extra, $5.00 per 5 pounds of clay which does 
include glaze.  See Jodie to reserve your hourly time slot.                                                                                                            
It is possible for a homeowner to use the potter’s wheel on their own time; 
however, it is expected that they leave the wheel clean as well as the surrounding 
area.  Any questions or comments please call Betty, 732-560-8387. 

• On September 24th, there will be a special outside artist coming to Canal Walk to 
teach us how to dye your own individual silk scarf. Many of you might have seen 
this done at large fairs and craft shows. We are very fortunate to have them fit us 
in their schedule. See the flyer in the Lobby. You don’t want to miss this unique 
and interesting craft experience. 

 Any questions, please call Betty at 732-560-8387 
 
 
Submitted by Gerry Waegelein 

 

CW RESIDENT FISHING TRIP 



 
 On Monday, June 26th, 24 CW residents embarked on a thrilling 1/2 day fluke 
fishing trip.  The group carpooled from the Clubhouse parking lot en route to the 
Municipal Harbor at the Atlantic Highlands in NJ.  We boarded the 70 foot Sea Hunter 
fishing boat with Captain Rob and his crew and left the dock at 1:30 PM.  
 The weather was picture perfect...a high of 77 degrees, calm seas and a 10-12 mile 
per hour breeze. Just about everyone in our group contributed to a fishing pool to see who 
would catch the biggest fluke (fluke are like large flounder and great eating).  The fluke 
were playing hard to get, but various members of the group managed to catch some 
"shorts" (i.e., fluke not big enough to keep), sea robins, a sand shark and 1 "keeper."  This 
year the minimum size fluke to keep was 18 inches (i.e., a keeper).   
 Another non-CW fisherman on the boat caught a keeper that was 19 inches and it 
looked like our CW group would be shut out from winning the pool.  However, towards 
the end of the day, CW's Mike Russo persevered and, with amazing skill and agility, 
succeeded in catching his only fluke of the day, which was 22 inches long and 3+ pounds, 
to win the pool…so, well done and congratulations to Mike for coming through in the 
clinch!    
 The group arrived back at CW about 7:15 PM, and everyone had a great day and a 
fun time...!   
 Another trip will be planned sometime this summer or fall.   If interested in 
attending, please contact Rich Allevi (yankster99ra@gmail.com).  All are welcome and 
fishing experience is not necessary. 
          Rich Allevi 

 
 



GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

 Quick invite: Deer in our Neighborhood on Monday Evening August 7, 2017.  
There will be a Seminar for Franklin Residents who want to minimize deer damage in the 
Community. Seminar will be held in the Town Council Chambers at the Municipal 
Building 475 DeMott Lane at 7:00 pm. 
 As we noted last month, The Government Affairs Committee evening is October 19, 
2017. The Candidates are for the Second Ward Council Seat are Scott Siegel 
(Republican) and Will Galtieri (Democrat). The forum will be moderated by the League 
of Women Voters. This is in conjunction with the Somerset Adult Communities Civic 
Council. 
 Save the Date, Saturday September 23rd, will be Franklin Day at Colonial Park. Lots 
of food, entertainment and vendors selling all sorts of good things. 
 Franklin Township Farmers Market is up and running on Saturday Mornings at the 
corner of DeMott Lane and Amwell Road. Lots of parking. 
 
          Paul Walitsky 

 
 
CANAL WALK IRISH AMERICAN CLUB 

      CALENDAR: 

• September 28:  Irish Poetry Reading 

• October 5:     Dubliner on the Delaware Restaurant, New Hope, PA 

• December 7:     Pot Luck Supper with Musical Entertainment 

 

 A full jitney took members to the Blackthorn Pub & Restaurant in Kenilworth on 
June 11 to hear Andy Cooney, someone well known to many members of Canal Walk 
thanks to his many appearances here.  
 Coming up on September 28, after our general meeting, John McDermott will be 
reciting Irish poetry including some of his own original compositions.  Flyers for this 
event will be in the carousel later this month. 
  



 
On October 5, we will go by jitney to the Dubliner Restaurant in New Hope.  An email to 
members to sign up for this event will be sent out shortly.     
 The final event of this calendar year will be our Potluck Supper on December 7, and 
more details will again be coming to you later in the year.  We are hopeful this will be the 
success it was last year - perhaps even more so! 
 After a year of some great events, we are busy planning for 2018.  We hope to see 
many of you participating in these events. 
 
         Brigid Murphy Brown 

 
 

BOWLING 

 This is a reminder to all Canal Walk Bowlers that our 2017/2018 bowling season 
will begin on Monday, September 11th, at Bowlmor, starting at 12 noon. 



  The cost of bowling has gone up.  It is now $8.25 for the three games.  Please have 

exact change whenever possible.   
  Please arrive 10 minutes before bowling is to start, so I have an idea of how many 
people will be bowling on a given day and what lanes need to be used. 
  Hope that you enjoy the rest of your summer.  I am looking forward to another 
successful bowling season in September.   
  If you have any questions, please call me at (732) 412-7350. 
  
                                                                                                      Joanne Perzi 

PICKLEBALL 

 

 
 
A very successful pickleball demonstration was held on June 12 at the Canal Walk 
courts. About 40 interested people attended and heard Dick Lloyd explain the sport’s 
history and rules while some Canal Walk players demonstrated an actual game. The 
accompanying picture shows, from left to right on the court: Leslie Goldenberg, Jay 
Wald, Frank Spataro and Dom Nasto. Quite a few of the guests expressed interest in 
trying out the game. While there are no individual reservations for the courts, there is a 
prime-time schedule posted at the court entrance that shows there are courts available for 
pickleball on a priority basis every weekday morning. During the afternoons, all courts 
are open to both tennis and pickleball on a first-come, first-served basis.  
During the first week of July, temporary court lines for 4 pickleball court lines were 
added on top of the existing play surface, and 4 temporary portable nets were installed. 



This was due to a request from the pickleball players and a response by the HOA 
management team and Board.  

 
 The accompanying picture shows the 4 courts in use. The 2017 New Jersey Senior 
Olympics are taking place during September in Woodbridge, NJ. The official website is  
www.njseniorolympics.com. Pickleball is one of the sports in this competition. 
Registration closes on August 28.  
 Anyone interested in playing pickleball can find contact phone numbers at the back 
of the Canal Walk Newsletter.  
        Hank Goldenberg 

   

AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED  
       This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our own 
group email address.  Currently, more than 500 residents are participating in the group.  It 
has proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to the community.  
While having a Gmail email account is suggested, but not required, it does allow group 
members to view and search past postings. 
The purpose of this group is:  

• To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm looking 
for someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, dressmaker, 
plumber, etc." 

• To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g. "I have a ticket for.... and would like to 
sell it;" “Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 

• To discuss common issues with our personal property in order to seek other's 
opinions and share possible solutions. 

The Group is: 

• NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 



• NOT for commercial or political purposes 

• NOT to be used as a soap box or a vehicle to "vent" about the Board, the HOA, or 
the builder. 

 If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, 
send an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com 

 For more information or questions, please call Chickie Siegel (732-271-5266), 
Elaine Whelan (732-560-0140), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
 
  Submitted by:  Chickie Siegel, Evelyn Silverstein, Elaine Whelan 

 

                                                                                                                                              
FRANKLIN DAY FESTIVAL 
 COLONIAL PARK, NJ, July 1, 2017 -On Saturday, September 23rd, the 4th Annual 
Franklin Day Festival will be held in Colonial Park on Elizabeth Avenue in Somerset, NJ 
and will include live music, over 150 vendors, dance performances showcasing Franklin's 
diverse community, 20 fantastic food trucks and food vendors and lots of free rides and 
activities for children.  
 "Last year was a great success with 10,000 people attending this wonderful 
community event", said Councilwoman Rozalyn Sherman, founder and coordinator of the 
Festival.  "We encourage attendees to bring lawn chairs or a blanket to relax, have fun 
and enjoy a wonderful fall day out of doors in beautiful Colonial Park and enjoy all of the 
activities." 
 There is something special for all ages.  Adults can enjoy a classic car show and 
participate in a Pickle Ball demonstration, shopping and interacting with local businesses 
and non-profits, or they can sit and enjoy live music all day.  There will also be a new 
attraction called ArtWalk: it will feature local photography for sale.  Children can enjoy 
totally free pony rides, bouncy houses, paddle boats, miniature golf, a petting zoo, a 
climbing wall, games and activities, and township vehicles to climb into and explore and 
more. 
  
 
 
The event is being sponsored by Stop & Shop Super Markets, PSE&G, Investor’s Bank, 
ProCure Therapy Center, Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital, St. Peters  
University Hospital, Oasis Senior Advisors and many other local businesses. 
 The Franklin Day Festival is on September 23th, from 12 noon to 5:00 PM in 
Colonial Park, Lot C (near the children's playground).  Cars can enter the Park via 
Elizabeth Avenue or Mettlers Road.  Free entrance and free parking. To learn more, visit 
the Franklin Township website at www.franklintwpnj.org/FranklinDay. 
       

 



Submitted by Robert Futcher 

 
 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE OPERA LOVERS  

 Great changes are coming to the Opera Lovers. In order to enjoy the new, bigger 
screen TV as well as the state-of-the-art sound system that will enhance our viewing and 
listening experience, the Opera Lovers meetings will change dates and place. Starting on 
September 2017, our monthly meetings will take place on the first Sunday of each 

month in the Ladies’ Card Room (Second floor of the Clubhouse)at 2:00 p.m.  
 
The calendar for the 2017/18 season will be: 
 
2017: September 3 
          October 1 
          November 5 
          December 3 
 
2018: January 7 
          February 4 
          March 4 
          April 1 
          May 6 
 



 Mark your calendars and check the September Newsletter for more information 
about the operas on the docket. 
 I hope to see all of you, new and frequent attendants, in the soon-to-start new season. 
 For more info, please don’t hesitate to call me. 
 
        Leonor Conzevoy 

        732-412-7654 

TAP FOR FUN & FITNESS 

 

CALENDAR:  

• TECHNIQUE CLASS – Wednesdays 3:30 – 5:00 PM. – A&C Room 

• PERFORMANCE CLASS– Fridays 9:00 – 10:30 AM. – A&C Room 
 My friend and co-tap captain, Marsha, shared a lovely article from the Star Ledger 
with me.  It told the story of a 94 year old Hunterdon County gentleman who still tap 
dances 20 hours a week.  It was very inspiring to say the least.  It also made me want to 
remind our community of the many benefits you can achieve from this fun art form.  So I 
did a bit of research and found some interesting information that I would like to share. 
 The following is a response to a question on Sweet Feet Dance’s Website.
 Question: What are the benefits of tap dancing? 
 Answer: Tap dancing is a fun style of dance that anyone can learn, regardless of 
previousdance experience. Tap dancing is beneficial in many ways. Benefits of tap dance 
includeincreasing cardiovascular conditioning, strength, flexibility and coordination. Tap 
buildsstrength in the legs and feet in addition to increasing flexibility in the hips, knees 
and ankles. 
 Cognitive abilities are also enhanced, as tap dancers must develop both mental and 
muscle memory to become proficient at tapping. 
 Tap dancing also develops a great sense of rhythm and timing. Tap instructors help 
studentsfocus on music awareness while incorporating tap steps and combinations. Best 
of all, tapdance is a solo dance style...you don't need a partner to do it, although that's fun, 
too. 
Health benefits 
 Dancing can be a way to stay fit for people of all ages, shapes and sizes. It has a wide 
 rangeof physical and mental benefits including: 

• Improved condition of the heart and lungs 
• Increased muscular strength, endurance and motor fitness 
• Increased aerobic fitness 
• Improved muscle tone and strength 
• Weight management 
• Stronger bones and reduced risk of osteoporosis 
• Better coordination, agility and flexibility 
• Improved balance and spatial awareness 
• Increased physical confidence 
• Improved mental functioning 
• Improved general and psychological wellbeing 
• Greater self-confidence and self-esteem 
• Better social skills. 



 “Tap for Fun & Fitness” meets every Wednesday, 3:30-5:00 PM (technique class) 
and every Friday 9-10:30 AM (performance class) in the Canal Walk Clubhouse Arts and 
Crafts Room.  No experience is needed.  Wear comfortable, workout clothes and hard 
soled shoes or tap shoes (no sneakers, please.)  If you have any questions, please call 
Angela Horan 732-412-7266 or Marsha Shpiner 973-584-1688.  Remember, performing 
is not required.  Our goal is to “Tap for Fun & Fitness.”    

Please consider joining us.  Tapping is good for you!  And we would love to have 
you. 

Angela Horan 
 
          
 
 

ITCH'N' TO STITCH 

 We meet every Thursday at 1:00 in the Arts and Crafts room, and we don’t take the 
summer off! Come and join us! 
          Gloria Sipos 

 

CANAL WALK QUILTERS 

 The Canal Walk Quilters met at the end of June for their luncheon and “sew and 
tell.” Good food and fun was had by all. Several projects for the fall were discussed, and 
we will be ready to begin a new season of sewing and learning in September. Members 
shared finished projects from the newest quilters to the more experienced ones.  

  
During the summer, the quilters will be working on their own projects. If anyone needs 
help, especially our new quilters, please feel free to call me, and if I can’t help you, I will 
find someone who can. 
        Happy Stitching – Sue Watt  

 

SHUTTERBUGS AT CANAL WALK 



 The CW Shutterbugs continue to grow (60 members), share knowledge on how to 
capture great digital images and share the latest examples of our photographic artistry 
captured during Shutterbug photo shoot excursions to local points of interest. We are 
planning an exhibition of our best photo prints at Canal Walk in October. 
 The June photo challenge on the topic of “Opposites” got many intriguing entries, 
and the July topic of “Reflections” challenged the Shutterbugs to capture subjects using 
our learning How to Make a Good Photograph. 
 The June Shutterbugs meeting in the Ballroom featured a presentation by Phil Witt, 
nature photographer for the NJ Audubon Center, on Digital Editing. The key to the best 
digital photos is the best Composition to save the need for editing. The images are then 
processed using the tools of applications such as Photoshop CC and Lightroom, with Nik 
plug-ins such as Viveza and Color Efex Pro. If not imported to these or other 
applications, iPhone photos can be edited using Snapseed. The key elements of Editing 
are Cropping, Brightening, Sharpening (Structure and Contrast) tone, and proper 
Exposure/Saturation (from the histogram display in the editing application). The 
processed RAW data can finally be saved as usable (compressed) jpeg files. 
 The Shutterbugs and other Canal Walk neighbors and friends went on an enjoyable 
daytrip to Longwood Gardens to see the gardens and the fountain shows July 13. 
 A tutorial on taking photos with iPhones is planned.  
 To sign up to join the CW Shutterbugs, send your email address to Julie Nixon at 
canalwalkdogwalker@gmail.com. 
 
          Dave Roche 

 

 

HADASSAH 

            CALENDAR: 

            August8: Summer Card Party/Luncheon: Sold out event will include luncheon, 
snacks, card party, and door prizes 

            September 7: New York Botanical Garden Trip: We travel to view the fabulous 
works by Chihuly and his Magical Glass Sculptures.  This world-renowned artist will 
dazzle us with color, light, and form. 
            September 12: Our Monthly meeting will feature a speaker from Safe and Sound 
Somerset in Hillsborough. Development Director Veronica Finlay will describe to us 
their work with victims of domestic violence.  The agency works with teens and elderly 
abuse victims, as well as families in transition. We have been collecting items for this 
agency. 
            October 8: Author’s Brunch: Save the date to hear author Linda Forgash tell the 
story of “Louis Bamberger: Department Store Innovator and Philanthropist.”  Brunch will 
be held at Regency Home on DeMott Lane. Look for flyers. 
            November 18: Saturday evening “Klezmer Happening” will feature Tsu Fil 
Duvids (Yiddish for “too many Daves”), an exciting Jersey group.  We will learn the 
history of Klezmer, hear the music being played in concert halls, festivals, and nightclubs 
and now here in Canal Walk.  Look for flyers. 



            Don’t forget to purchase ShopRite certificates for $25, $50 and $100.  At no extra 
cost to us, our many Hadassah projects are supported.  Contact Evelyn Lasky or Janet 
Kliger. 
  Our Outreach Chairperson, Irene Morrison, thanks everyone in the Canal Walk 
community who has given their time, donations and effort towards Safe and Sound 
Somerset.  Their workers appreciate our support and now are looking for school supplies 
for the children living in a shelter or transitional home. They need brand new crayons, 
pencils, pens and markers or gift cards to Staples and Target before August 15.  Irene will 
be in the Clubhouse Wednesday, August 9, from 10 to 12, or leave items in the big, blue 
Hadassah box in the coat room.    
    The research being done by Hadassah Hospital Oncologist Dr. Amir Sonnenblick 
reveals that giving a drug called metformin to diabetic women with a particularly 
aggressive form of breast cancer may prevent its recurrence. The findings included 
negative effects of insulin on certain types of cancer.  The international team of 
researchers included physicians from Belgium, Brazil, Chile, Denmark, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Slovenia, Switzerland, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States. 
  If you would like to join Hadassah, come to a meeting and/or call one of our 
membership Vice-presidents.  Marlene Glickman, Fran Musler and Bonnie Shrager 
would each welcome your call. 
       Edna Stone, Communications Committee 

 

VARIETY SHOW 2017 

 Your fellow Canal Walk residents have started preparing for the 2017 Canal Walk 
Variety Show. Love & Friendship is this year’s theme, as we celebrate 10 years of 
entertaining the community under the direction of Sandy Siegel.  There are many 
returning performers including the CW Tappers along with some exciting new acts. As a 
result of last year’s overwhelming response and sold out performance, this year’s show is 
scheduled for 2 nights:  October 13 and 14th, 7:30 PM in the Ballroom.  Mark your 
calendars now; Reservation Forms will be in the Lobby late August. Select your date and 
complete your reservation form early as this FREE show will fill-up quickly. 
 Refreshments will follow the show. 
 Don't forget that all the previous Variety Shows can be viewed via You Tube.  
Follow the Link on the Canal Walk HOAA Website. 
(http://www.canalwalkhoa.com/Content.aspx?ID=80) 
 For more information, contact Sandy Siegel. 
        Submitted by Bruce Davidson 

   

  
 
ACTING UP 

    CALENDAR: First Tuesday, 7:30 PM – Freedom Clubhouse 
 Acting UP-- where characters are welcome.  Canal Walk residents gather the first 

Tuesday of each month to read short scripts from plays, radio/TV shows and 
melodramas.  We have a few laughs and contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting 
world. No previous stage experience is needed to join, just an open mind and a wish to 
have fun. In fact, most of us have never been on a formal performance stage before 



joining Acting UP but have overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors.  
Join us in Freedom Clubhouse the first Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM 
 For information contact: Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow.   
      

       Submitted by Bruce Davidson 

INDO-AMERICAN CLUB 

 Siddhartha Dalal Presentation 
 On Thursday, July 6th, the Indo-American Club held its monthly meeting featuring a 
talk on Artificial Intelligence (AI) by Siddhartha (Sid) Dalal, a nationally recognized 
expert in the field and a Canal Walk resident. The meeting began with Sipra Lahiri 
singing the Star Spangled Banner. Sid, currently the Chief Data Scientist at AIG, then 
took the stage. Previously, he had held high level positions at the Rand Corporation, 
Xerox and Bell Labs and taught at Columbia University. He succinctly traced the 
evolution of AI from its beginnings in the 1960s to the present day. His excellent slides 
made it easy for the audience to follow along as he talked about the Turing test, machine 
learning, semantic reasoning technology and statistical natural language processing. 
Along the way, we learned about the applications of AI in risk assessment, and in sifting 
through masses of data to find the best solutions. Sid asserted that AI will fundamentally 
change our lives, though there will inevitably be the disruptions associated with major 
changes. He concluded by exhorting us to think of AI as IA or Intelligence Amplification 
(of humans). In other words, AI techniques will enhance our intelligence; they should not 
be perceived as a threat. His presentation was followed by a lively Q & A session and 
coffee and light refreshments.  

  



 
The next meeting of the Indo-American Club is scheduled for August 15th and will 
feature a talk by Prakash Ranadive on Computer and Telephone Scams. Seniors are 
particularly susceptible to these scams, and Prakash will provide valuable information on 
how to protect ourselves against them. The meeting is open to all Canal Walk residents. 
Please be sure to register. 
          Shula Nirody 

 
 

  

 
 
           
 
Talk of the Walk 

 We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, milestone 
anniversaries and birthdays, births, deaths and acknowledgements.Because most of us 
have children and grandchildren who make us proud of their accomplishments, we will 
only include submissions about them that are extremely significant or unusual. 

• Congratulations to CHARLIE OKUN on receiving the Engineer of the Year 
Award.  It was presented by the AFAA (Automatic Fire Alarm Association) New 
Jersey Chapter on 20 April 2017. 

• WILLIAM TRUJILLO, grandson of MERRY RESNICK of Hardenbergh St., 
became a "World Wide American Athlete."  He participated in "The National 
Olympics of Crossfit and was chosen to rise from the status of Trainer to an 
Athletic recognized Coach.  

 On another note:  William, who resides in Phoenix, Arizona with his new wife,   
 hooded his bride, Danielle, when she received her Medical degree.  Only Doctors  



 can bestow degrees upon Doctoral candidates at the graduating ceremonies.  This  
 was part of the wedding gift that William gave to his bride.  

• I would like to thank all of my friends and neighbors here at Canal Walk for their 
wonderful expressions of sympathy on the loss of my beloved husband, AL. 

     Your love and support was of great comfort to me and my family. 
          DIANE ESPORRIN 
  

 
 

 
Cultural Arts 

 It's August and hot, hot, hot.  But not as hot as it will be in September when we bring 
you our last concert this season.  We always like to end both of the 2 acts in our shows 
with a big finish.  That is what I tell the performers, so you will want to come back for 
more. So here it is......! 
 
SEPTEMBER 16- THE UNREACHABLE STARS 

 The current star of PHANTOM OF THE OPERA, Jeremy Stolle will be taking off the 
night to come to Canal Walk, with his band and 2 guest vocalists. Charming and with his 
gorgeous voice, he plans a terrific set of songs. From the best of Broadway musicals, and 
from the classical operatic repertoire, as well as pop hits by famous singers, the concert 
promises to be a very special evening.   
 
 Coming with Jeremy Stolle will be Joseph Paul Rykert, at this time traveling around 
the West Coast on tour. He is also recording an album.  The female star of the evening is 
Chelsea Packard, who is currently on Broadway playing the part of Elphaba in WICKED. 

 

 The program set of songs include many from current Broadway shows, such as 
Hamilton, Little Shop of Horrors, On the Town, Jersey Boys, Man of La Mancha, 
Wicked and of course Phantom of The Opera. 
 In the second half, Jeremy and friends sing music from varied sources, such as 
opera's Nessum Dorma, Lakme and LaDonne Mobile from ROCK OPERA. The 
marvelous song that Josh Groban made famous, You Raise Me Up will be brilliantly 
sung, and I am hoping he will do the piece from his latest album, This is The Moment. 

 Please join us for this wonderful evening of glorious music, and after the concert 
enjoy the beautiful dessert reception we always prepare.  
 We thank those who come every time to help set up these evenings. We also thank 
those who come whenever they can, as well. Fearful of leaving out names, we 
nevertheless must recognize the crew which prepares the gorgeous trays you relish: 
Chair, Judy Hoffman who plans the menus, orders the delicacies, and supervises the 
lovely array, and her great assistant, husband Arnold; Ellen Bailin who takes over when 
Judy is in Arizona making sure it all looks perfect and appetizing; Ruth Goldstein, 
Barbara Krantz, Phyllis Chiavetta, Anne Pulver, and Adrienne Weinberg. 
 The "outside in the hall crew" who decorate the tables each time in a different 
manner, include Designer Harriet Hamburger, Committee members Sue Nacson and Lee 
Davidson (who also take over tickets at night, gather the helpers, keep our financial 



records. put the kitchen back to normal, and pack up any leftover pastries), faithfully 
always present Adele Gilman, Marsha Shpiner, and Jet Cohen. 
 The supermen who are our "stage crew" that moves furniture and decorative accents, 
counts the chairs, fills the coffee and tea pots and puts them on the tables, searches for the 
odd pieces we need for the performers' use, put the extension cords where needed, and 
many last minute necessities: Merrill Taub without whom I could not do this job, Bill 
Gilman Jeff Shpiner, Gil Selvin, and Howard Krouse. 
 The night crew fluctuates according to their ability to help us, but special notice goes 
to Bonnie Shrager who does the "night shift" when Judy is away, along with always 
reliable Ellen Bailin, the wonderful sisters Nina and Joanne Perzi, who do more than one 
job for us: food and tickets. 
 In order to tell you about our trips and concerts, creating the fliers and programs 
which entice you to attend them is Committee member Evelyn Silverstein.  Ev works 
while she is in Florida via email and on computer searches for information about the 
performers we engage. 
 SO THANK YOU EVERYONE WHO HELPS MAKE CULTURAL ARTS A 
GREAT COMMITTEE. OUR SEPTEMBER CONCERT WILL BE OUR 76TH! 
 
          Lucille Taub 

 

Women's Club 
Calendar 

Please mark your calendars for these upcoming Women’s Club events. 
 Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday each month (except July and August)  
*September 20-A Night of Music with Michael Veitch (Singer and Original Songwriter) 
* October 18- General Meeting- Program to be announced 
* October 21- Charity Event 
* November 12- Vendors’ Fair 
* November 15- General Meeting- Program to be announced 
* December (date to be determined) –Offsite trip to Teaberry’s Tea Room 
* December 3- Christmas/Hanukkah Celebration  
  Planning for the major charity event in October is in full swing during the summer 
months. This year we have a wonderful and joyous theme for the charity event that you 
will not want to miss. We encourage all members to attend to make this year’s event a 
super success. 
 Our program book needs the support of local business establishments and individuals 
to contribute ads or services to be included in the program book or offered as prizes in a 
basket auction. Do ask any merchants, professionals, restaurant owners and others who 
you patronize, to provide help for this important project that benefits the Cardiac Unit of 
RWJ in Somerset. Please call Mary Jo Gaughan at 732-805-0994 for a letter of 
introduction and the proper form for ads. 
       The Block Ads are another source of income for the Fundraiser, and any contribution 
you make will result in having your name and address listed in the program book. The 
amount of your contribution with NOT be listed. Kindly call Marie Lyttle at 732-302-
0341 if you have any question about Block Ads.  



       Invitations to the Charity Event are available in the Clubhouse Lobby and also at the 
Freedom Clubhouse. Please return all response cards to the Lock Box in the Lobby of the 
main Clubhouse. 
        A reminder about dues: dues are $10 and are payable each January. Only members 
who are up to date in dues payment can attend certain events. In order to assure an 
accurate accounting of payment, please pay by check and drop off the check in the 
Women’s Club mail box in the Office. Contact Karen Anderson at 732-595-5890 if you 
have any membership questions. 
        Let’s all make every effort to join together in our main fundraiser this October to 
make a significant difference in helping our community and ourselves.  Just as it takes a 
village to raise a child, it takes an energized club to promote better health and living for 
all.  
        Submitted by Marie Simone 

 

 

 

 
GRANDPARENTS GROUP 

 Toddler Time in July was a fun day for the littlest ones among us. The two and three 
year old grandchildren sang along to “Old McDonald Had a Farm” and the grandparents 
enjoyed watching the interaction of the group together. They are all so adorable!  
 Watch for flyers coming out soon for our celebration for National Grandparents’ 
Day, set for noon on Sunday, September 10. Our catered lunch of pasta, meatballs, salad 
and dessert will cost $15 for adults and children over 13 years of age, $7.50 for children 
5-12, and free to children under 5. Sign up and come for a day just to honor YOU!  
         Nina Pesce 

 

Veterans’ Club 
Calendar:  August 31, Patriots vs. Lancaster at TD Stadium 7:05 PM 
          In June, we visited the NJ Army National Guard Militia Museum in Sea Girt where 
numerous military artifacts were on display, dating back from colonial days and up to 
present times.  The Club’s trip there was surely nostalgic for three of our members 
because Sea Girt was the place where they had earned their Army commissions nearly 50 
years ago.  Although the camp changed over the years, and most of the buildings had 
been torn down, an aerial photo showed the camp as it was back then and surely brought 
back memories of their time at Sea Girt. 
 
      Members and their wives spent a warm summer afternoon in June hearing the US 
Army Field Band and Chorus perform at the PNC Bank Arts Center in Holmdel.  I 
counted at least 24 of us enjoying the program, and many “thanks” to Chet Trechock for 
obtaining the tickets.  Speaking of “thanks,” kudos to our decorating committee for 
dressing up the Main Clubhouse and pool area for the Fourth of July holiday.  Well done!   
      Our monthly meetings will resume on Wednesday, September 27 at 7:00 PM in the 
Freedom Clubhouse.  As is the custom for our evening meetings, food and drink will be 
served.  
 



 

 
       Sam Pesce, Commander 
 
 

OPERATION SHOEBOX      

 My sincere thanks to the members of the Canal Walk Veterans’ Club who 
volunteered their time collecting money, toiletries and food items in front of ShopRite 
Supermarket on Saturday, June 10.  We were only too happy to be part of the generous 
outpouring of support by residents of Canal Walk and our adjacent communities who 
reached into their hearts in order to make June 10th a most successful fund raising event.  



It was a sight to behold, as literally hundreds of shoppers filling our baskets with food 
items and toiletries along with cash donations.  There were many heartwarming 
experiences…a young child, who had just witnessed his mother putting a few dollars into 
our basket, returned to us almost immediately to drop a $10 bill into our basket that he 
had found in the parking lot. Another mother encouraging her daughter to put her donated 
food items into our basket (what a learning experience) or the veteran of the Russian 
Army who “thanked America” for enabling him and his family to immigrate into this 
country in the early 1990’s.  There was another mother who told us that her two children 
were recipients of Operation Shoebox packages when they were stationed in Iraq.  There 
were more stories, too, but not enough room here to tell them all.   
     As a result of your generosity, we collected $1,125, which will help defray the cost of 
shipping packages to our troops overseas.  Additionally, we filled 17 very large (and 
heavy) construction size trash bags with toiletries, non-perishable food items, gum, 
candy, etc.  Thank you all, once again.   
      The Canal Walk Veterans’ Club will return to ShopRite next year in June.   
      Sam Pesce for Operation Shoebox          

 

Men’s Club     
MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR. 
August 14:  There will be no meeting for this month. 
August 22, 23 and 24:  Third Annual Somerset Walkers Cup with Somerset Run. 
September 11:  Our monthly meeting resumes at 7:00 PM.  This will be open to the 
community after the brief business meeting to hear Ms. Melissa Companick, President & 
CEO of the BBB (Better Business Bureau) serving NJ.  Ms. Companick will cover such 
topics as: the BBB mission and history, the science of scams, top scams against seniors 
and why seniors are targeted.  IMPORTANT:Non-members, please pre-register by 

filling out the form available in the clubhouse.  Come join us to be informed and to be 
armed against today’s scam artists. 
September 11 to 12:  AARP Driver Safety class.  Details and sign-up sheets will be 
posted. 
September 27:  Royce Brook East Course outing. 
 
WELCOME 

 
The Men’s Club welcomes Bruce Blum into the board as the acting secretary of the club.  
He is replacing Stan Spector who is on leave.   
 
SUMMER FOOD DRIVE 

 
Great job!  The Men’s Club had another successful Franklin Food Bank drive last July 
10th.  Just shows how generous Canal Walk can be in helping those who are in need.  We 
received a total of 572 pounds of goods and $ 1,757 in cash donations.  Your giving spirit 
is greatly appreciated by our less fortunate neighbors in Franklin Township.  Thank you. 
 
 
TEE TIMES: 



 
Our annual golf trip to Atlantic City was held on June 13 and 14. Thirty-six golfers 
participated with contest results as follows: 
 
6/13 at McCullough’s:  
1st—Paul Fitzgerald/Marty Poltrock/Steve Reichman/Ron Lerner 
2nd—Sam Gordon/Harry Varsalone/Ken Morrison/Stan Zacharczyk 
3rd – (tie) Alan Poritz/John Puccio/Phil Pompeo/Tom Moleta/Frank Karpinski/Jim 
Shrager/Ed Lerner 
6/14 at Harbor Pines: 
1st—Frank Aiello/Paul Fitzgerald/Fred Driver/Mauro DiFrancesco 
2nd—(tie) Ted Levine/Steve Reichman/Sam Gordon/Frank Karpinski/Phil Pompeo/Alan 
Poritz/John Puccio/Marc Zwicker     

 
   At Carmine’s for dinner in Atlantic City 
 
August 22, 23 and 24:  The Third Annual Somerset Walkers Cup (men and women) will 
be played at a course TBD.  Watch your emails and this newsletter for specifics. 
September 27:  The Royce Brook East Course fall outing will be played.  Details to 
follow. 
 
        Ron Lerner 732-302-0088 
 

MEMBERSHIP 



 If you’re not yet a member, join the club.  Enrollment is open all year round for new 
members.  Call John Tarantino at (732-584-6104) for more information.  Come join us at 
our next meeting on September 11 and see what we’re all about.  Bring a neighbor who’s 
also thinking of joining.  You can also find out more about us by going to our website at 
http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
ONGOING COMMUNITY PROJECTS 

 The Good and Welfare Committee sends get well cards to members.  Please let Gil 

Selvin (732-356-3269) or Sal Saladini (732-271-5110) know about members who are ill, 

hospitalized or recuperating. 

GO GREEN 
 The nextHazardous Waste Daywill on Sept. 16

that the Branchburg Township Public 
Works Garage, 34 Kenbury Road, Branchburg, NJ 08876, from 9 AM to 2 PM. 
Operation Secure Shred will be from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM on August 26

that the 
Washington School, 614 First Avenue, Raritan, NJ 08869. 
 
Electronics recyclingare on: 

A. 1st Saturdays of the month at the South County Public Works (8:00 AM to 2:00 
PM), 410 Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844. 

B. weekdays at the South County Public Works (7:30 AM to 3:00 PM), 410 
Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844 and North County Public Works, 411 
Chimney Rock Road, Bldg. B, Bridgewater, NJ 08807. 

 

Proper Disposal of Medicine: 
 Expired/unused medicines and OTC drugs can be dropped off at the Franklin 
Township Police Department (Public Safety Building), 495 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 
08873 (Franklin Township Municipal Complex).  Be sure to scratch off or blank out your 
name on the bottles. 
 

CFL Recycling: 
 Year-round, the Men’s Club collects used compact fluorescent light bulbs and brings 
them to Home Depot for recycling.  Please place them in the box in the Clubhouse Arts 
&Crafts Room and help preserve the environment. 
          Jay del Prado 

 
 

Italian American Club 
     CALENDAR:NO MEETINGS IN JULY AND AUGUST 

                             SEPTEMBER 12-14 TRIP TO NEWPORT, RI 
 
 Although there are no Business Meetings scheduled in July and August, there may 
be jitney trips and events, so watch for emails and one calls from the Club.  



 

 
We made our trip to the Museum of Natural History on June 7 and all that attended had a 
wonderful time.  



  
We had our Night at the Races on June 9, and it was a fun time for all, especially if you 
picked a few winners. 

 
 
 Last month we had a special meeting to meet the students who were awarded 
scholarships and their parents with some refreshments. Both were very grateful, and we 
enjoyed speaking with the students and hearing about their future college plans. 



 

 
On the Fourth of July, we had our first Italian Feast and it was a huge success. The music 
was excellent, and there was plenty of good food for everyone including red, white and 
blue Italian ices. In addition, there were many who participated in our games of 
shuffleboard, putting closest to the pin, corn hole bean bag toss, and we ended the day 
with a water balloon toss. Thank you to all our volunteers who helped make the Feast a 
wonderful event. 
 The Italian Speaking Group will not meet during the summer and will resume, 
probably, the first Tuesday in September.  Anyone who would like to join the group is 
welcome.                                                                                                                          
 NOTICE: Annual duesare $15 if paid by May1and $20 thereafter.  NEW 
MEMBERSHIP IS $25 PER PERSON AND WE EXPECT BOTH FAMILY 
MEMBERS TO JOIN. ONLY PAID MEMBERS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND 
MEMBERS ONLY EVENTS. Please fill out a Membership form found in the Office at 
the Clubhouse. Please include your email address and phone number with your check 
payable to CWHOAAF and, write membership in the memo line and place in the Italian 
American mailbox. 
  Ciao, 

Mike Palmieri  

  

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 

 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed 
about events at Canal Walk. 



 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 
guidelines: 
 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 
  We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 
 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 
 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 
 The deadline for all material is the 8th of the previous month.  Please submit your 
articles on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. The 
deadline for the September Newsletter will be August 8th by 6 PM. LATE ARTICLES 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or 
club.  In addition, send photos to go with your articles. 
 
*Robyn, please note new address for Ellen – please change in the Editorial Staff list also. 
Items for Talk of the Walk, theatrical reviews, restaurant reviews should be sent to Ellen 

Catalina at ellencatalina11@gmail.com 

 
 Recipes and What's Happening sent to Ronnie Bayer at ocrbayer@aol.com 
 
 Home Hints sent to Jeff Shpiner at opticsjs@gmail.net 

 
Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at 
lhssps@comcast.net 
 
Articles about pets and questions for Design Solution to Judy Gottlieb at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. 
 
Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com 

 
Meet Your Resident Artist sent to Frank Catalina atfecatalina@gmail.com 

 
Photos sent to Jay del Prado at jaydimm@comcast.net 

 
 All articles received by any member of the committee are acknowledged either by 
email or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. Carry-
overs may not be included. You should submit a new article each month. 
 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 
 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  
    Ronnie, Susan, Ellen, Judy, Nina, Frank, Jay, Jeff  

 

YOUR TURN                                          

 In this regular feature, we ask residents for their views on a subject of general 
interest. This month we posed the question, “What leisure activities do you participate in 
at Canal Walk and which do you enjoy the most?” Here are their answers:  



 Rich Allevi: Frank (Spatoro) got me started in table tennis one winter. One thing led 
to another, and before I knew it, I was involved in bowling, softball, bocce, and 
pickleball. I’m also a member of the Italian-American club (loved the Hot Dog tour). I 
plan to take up biking, poker and billiards and, if I ever find the time, I’d like to try 
shuffleboard and start a horseshoes group. My wife, Ann, enjoys many of the same things 
and joins me in bowling, pickleball and bocce. Pickleball is probably my favorite leisure 
activity. It is not as difficult to play as many people seem to think. It’s easier than tennis 
because the court is smaller, there’s less running to do and it keeps your reflexes sharp. 
All these activities are fun; they’re a good way to meet people and they help me keep fit. 
I hate going to the gym to exercise.   
 Sudesh Chadha: I grew up in Shimla (India) in the days before television. Some of 
my happiest childhood memories are of playing cards and board games with my brothers 
and sisters. Among the games we played were rummy, Scrabble, Parcheesi and Trade 
(the Indian version of Monopoly).  Because of these childhood experiences, I developed 
an affinity for cards. At Canal Walk, I play mahjongg, canasta, poker, and hand -knee and 
foot. I’m a member of the Indo-American Club, the Meditation Group and the Women’s 
Club. I’m also into walking and try to get in 15,000 steps a day whenever I can.  Of all 
these activities, I enjoy mahjongg the most, primarily because I’m new at it, and it helps 
keep me alert. It’s challenging but not difficult, enjoyable and not stressful. Though we 
play to win, it’s a relaxed atmosphere as we socialize and chat and have some laughs. 
Being in these groups has allowed me to meet some very nice people and make new 
friends. 
 Betty Whalen: My primary interests are in the areas of Arts and Crafts. My 
background is in Special Education, and I believe in life-long learning. I feel that 
socializing and using the brain to create helps keep one in good health. Otherwise, it is 
easy to stagnate. As a volunteer, I co-ordinate arts and crafts activities. I either teach or 
bring in outside instructors to conduct courses in pottery, drawing and oil painting. 
Currently I’m facilitating a class in glass fusing and cutting to make pendants and small 
dishes. In the summer, I will be organizing classes in polymer clay modeling for the 
children of Canal Walk residents. 
 Joe and Arlene Borowsky:  (Joe) I play tennis, pickleball, golf (Ryder Cup), poker 
and contract bridge. I also like to swim. These activities help me keep fit without having 
to go to the gym; I hate the gym. I’m keenly interested in ceramics too and take clay 
pottery lessons in Spotswood. We make vases in all shapes and sizes. (Joe showed me 
several vases and a large umbrella stand that he’d made and they were impressive). I’m a 
member of the Shutterbugs and the Men’s Club. My favorite activity? Tennis, which I’ve 
been playing since my college days. Pickleball is a close second. (Arlene) I share Joe’s 
interests in tennis and contract bridge, and we usually play as partners. We also love to 
travel and have made several trips to Europe and Asia. My other interests are working out 
at the gym, Pilates, walking, golf and mahjongg. In addition, I am a longtime member of 
a book club in Edison and am active in Hadassah. 
 Fred and Kathy Ford: (Fred) I first started studying music at the age of ten,and it 
has been my passion ever since. I have a B.A. in music and post graduate degrees in 
education and music history. At Canal Walk, I am the music director for the annual 
variety show, and I teach music on Friday afternoons. About four years ago, I took up 
painting, and I enjoy it almost as much as I do music. My preferred medium is 



watercolors. I am also one of the five people who maintain the HOA Website for 
upcoming events. I am fond of reading and walking and I swim when I can. It’s great that 
Kathy shares my interests, and we are able to do many of these activities together. 
(Kathy)  I too am interested in music and art. Like Fred, I perform (I sing and dance) at 
the annual variety show and my watercolors, too, have been exhibited at the annual art 
show. Painting is undoubtedly my favorite activity. I’m a member of the tap dancing 
group and the Newcomers Book Club. I also take acting classes in NYC, I swim and I 
enjoy the special events put on by the various clubs at Canal Walk. If only there were 
more hours in the day… 
 While putting together this article, I was struck by the variety of leisure activities 
available to us at Canal Walk. Compared to the other Active Adult Communities in the 
area, we have many more and enjoy a much greater choice. In part, it is because Canal 
Walk is larger but it’s also because we are fortunate to have many residents who want to 
start something new. In my opinion, these activities are the reason we have such an 
exceptionally friendly environment at Canal Walk. Friendships develop when people get 
together often and take part in shared activities. At the same time, everything is voluntary 
and there is no compulsion to join. As a friend remarked, “At Canal Walk, if you want to 
be busy 24/7, you can do so. If you want to be by yourself and do nothing, you can do 
that too. It’s entirely up to you.” 
          Anil Nirody 

 

Staying Healthy 

 

Definition of a miracle 

 Webster defines a miracle as “An event that seems impossible to explain by natural 
laws and so is regarded as supernatural in origin or as an act of God.” When I posed the 
question to my scribes in my Writing Our Stories group if they had ever seen a miracle, 
only one person said, “The Human Body!” 
 Finding a website unusually entitled, Thestoryreading apeblog.com, I found some 
very interesting facts about the human body that I wanted to share with you all.   
Why did you know…? 
Your heart pumps 200 gallons of blood through its chambers every single day.  It beats 
more than 100,000 times a day to achieve this incredible feat. 
Red blood cells literally shoot around the body taking less than 60 seconds to complete a 
full circuit.  This means that each of yours make 1,440 trips around your body every day, 
delivering oxygen and keeping your body energized.  Each cell lives for about 40 days 
before being replaced by a younger model.  It is no surprise their life span is short, having 
made 60,000 trips around the body, they must be exhausted. 
 You shed more than one million skin cells every day, but they are constantly 
replenished automatically to save you from turning transparent and becoming rather 
exposed.  Your skin is the largest organ you have, with a surface area of 18 square feet. 
 Your body works overtime to digest your food and the process starts before it even 
hits the mouth.  When you smell food, your mouth automatically produces more saliva to 
prepare the digestive system to work.  It takes about 6-8 hours for food to pass through 
the stomach and two days to complete the digestive process.  The average person will eat 
over 50 tons of food in his or her lifetime, which seems ridiculous! 



 Your brain doesn’t stop working.  It’s estimated that somewhere between 50,000 and 
60,000 thoughts pass through it each day.  That’s a whopping 35-48 thoughts per minute. 
 So, in thinking about how your body sometimes may feel like it’s beginning to creak 
and fail you on the outside, consider the incredible, miraculous things going on inside 
your body every living day.         
 Nina Pesce 

 
 
 

The Animal Corner 

 
 THE DOG DAYS OF SUMMER AND FIDO IS WEARING BOOTIES? While 
we may never see the 120o air temp and 168o asphalt temp of Arizona, it sure is plenty 
hot here in New Jersey in August. “Asphalt gets very hot and can burn your pet's paws, 
so walk your dog on the grass if possible," the Humane Society of the United States 
urges. But sometimes it can be hard to tell if the pavement is too hot. Put the back of 

your hand on the pavement, and if you can't keep it there for five seconds, it's too 

hot for Fido’s feet.If walking Fido on hot pavement is unavoidable, use special dog 
booties or dog paw wax designed to protect your dog's sensitive paw pads from the heat, 
such as Musher’s Secret Paw Protection $12 www.chewy.com.  You can toughen Fido’s 
pawsduring cool times of the day by walking your dog on pavement, because the hard 
and rough surfaces will toughen the pads on his pawsproviding a natural resistance to 
damage from hot surfaces.You want your dog to have tough paws, but you don't want 
them to get too dry or they will be more susceptible to cracking, peeling, and cuts. 
Consider moisturizing your dog's pads daily (Paw Nectar $14 at www.amazon.com),  



 
especially in hot weather, to help prevent injuries and burns.  Use it regularly as it will 
not hurt Fido if he licks it.  Be sure to check your dog's paw pads daily for any signs of 



damage and check between his paw pads for any stones or other debris; pull them out 
gently.  You can wipe his paws off with a room temperature damp cloth before 
moisturizing the pads of his feet. If you do see a problem, or if your dog is acting 

strangely on his feet, be sure to take him to the vet.   

 Pet boots will protect Fido’s paws (Cool Dog Boots $35www.ultrapaws.com).Boots 
or any other paw or foot covering should be kept on as short a period of time as 
possible. Dogs "perspire" through their mouths and their paws. When dogs' paws are free, 
their perspiration allows their body heat to adjust.Don't use disposable shoes. They are 
made of rubber or silicone and fit tightly so there is no room for your dog's feet to 
breathe.  Additionally, they do not provide any barrier to heat or cold.  The temperature 
beneath them goes right through to your dog's feet. And don't use any product that sticks 
to your dog's foot. You don't want anything to rip the skin on Fido’s footpads. 
 When going outside, you may want to have an evaporative cooler vest 
(www.amazon.com $41) to help your dog keep cooler in the summer. Don't use ice 

directly on your pet; it could lead to shock. 
 Your pets will need double the amount of water during the warmer months of the 
year because water will help them cool down and dispel heat through panting without 
dehydrating. To nudge your pets to drink more water, a constant fresh water supply can 
be helpful, as can a few spoons of chicken broth in their water (good for us and our furry 
family members!). QUICKTIP: Take a folded plastic shower cap to provide water 
outside using your water bottle.  Open and fill the cap, and then just fold it up to bring it 
home for a quick rinse and ready for the next walk.   
 For both cats and dogs, tangle-free coats will keep your pet cooler in the summer. 
Brush your pets more often than you normally would (Andis Premium Pet Soft Slicker 
for Dogs $8 at www.petedge.com).  
 NO, I DIDN’T FORGET FLUFFY.  With all that extra summer fur to get rid of, 
hairballs may become an issue.  My personal favorite product year around that has kept 
them almost non-existent is Purina Pro Plan Hairball Treats (at PetSmart $4 or 
www.amazon.com $2 each in a case of 10). They’re soft, chewy and aromatic and my cat 
Sarah loves them! Check out all these helpful sites for more hot weather 
info:www.aspca.org, www.humanesociety.org, www.mypet.com, and www.petslady.com.  
 THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP ANIMAL SHELTER is always in need of dry 
dog/puppy/cat/kitten food and toys, clean/worn towels/blankets/sheets, paper 
towels/sponges, flea medications, Q-Tips, catnip and bleach, and of course, monetary 
donations are warmly welcomed. The outside donation bin is always available when the 
Shelter is closed.  The Shelter is open: Tuesday – Friday, noon to 3 PM and Saturday 
noon - 6 PM, and is located at the Municipal Complex on Demott Lane, (732-873-2500, 
ext. 6255). If you cannot get to the Shelter, please contact me for help in getting your 
donated items to the Shelter at (732) 356-0023 or at bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. The 
Shelter appreciates Canal Walk residents’ consistent generous contributions and so do the 
animals.  Thank you for caring and sharing.   
        Judy Gottlieb 

         
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Home Hints 

Some More Homework 
  We've lived in our house for 5 years. The previous owner was here for about 10 
years and never stained or painted the back steps to the patio. The wood had turned gray, 
but structurally, the steps were in good shape. I asked at the paint store and was told the 
best thing to do was stain the steps with Olympic Stain and Sealer and it's worked out 
great. 
  I started by lightly sanding the wood with a fine grade sandpaper to open the grain, 
washed it clean with water and let it dry for a day. Over the next few days I stained the 
steps, the uprights, and the side supports three times because the wood was so dry. 
 Since then I've only had to stain the steps once a year as they are the only parts that show 
wear. The color I chose is Canyon Brown, and I've still not used up the first quart can I 
bought 5 years ago. I put newspapers under the steps so I don't drip stain on the pavers 
and use a 3 inch foam brush that I throw away when I'm done. 
 Yesterday, it took me about 1 hour to lightly sand and put 2 coats of stain on the 
steps, and that's it for this year. 
 
        Jeff Shpiner 

 
 

 

 

 

Potpourri, Jokes, Food for Thought 

 

THE RESURRECTION 

 While the priest was presenting a children's sermon before the whole congregation.   
He asked the children if they knew what the Resurrection was. 
 Now, asking questions during children's sermons is crucial, but at the sametime, 
asking children questions in front of a congregation can also be verydangerous. 
  In response to the question, a little boy raised his hand.  
 The priest called on him and the boy said, "I know that if you have aresurrection that 
lasts more than four hours you are supposed to callthe doctor." 
  It took ten minutes for the congregation to settle down enough for theservice to 
continue. 
From the InternetSubmitted by Jay del Prado 

 

Retirement 
 And They Ask Why I Like Retirement! 
 
Question: How many days in a week? 



Answer:    6 Saturdays, 1 Sunday 
 
Question: When is a retiree's bedtime? 
Answer:   Three hours after he falls asleep on the couch 
 
Question: How many retirees to change a light bulb? 
Answer:   Only one, but it might take all day. 
 
Question: What's the biggest gripe of retirees? 
Answer:   There is not enough time to get everything done. 
 
Question: Why don't retirees mind being called Seniors? 
Answer:   The term comes with a 10% percent discount. 
 
Question: Among retirees what is considered formal attire? 
Answer:   Tied shoes. 
 
Question: Why do retirees count pennies? 
Answer:   They are the only ones who have the time. 
 
Question: What is the common term for someone who enjoys work and 
refuses to retire? 
Answer:   NUTS! 
 
Question: Why are retirees so slow to clean out the basement, attic or garage? 
Answer: They know that as soon as they do, one of their adult kids 
will want to store stuff there. 
 
Question: What do retirees call a long lunch? 
Answer:   Normal 
 
Question: What is the best way to describe retirement? 
Answer:   The never ending Coffee Break. 
 
Question: What's the biggest advantage of going back to school as a retiree? 
Answer:   If you cut classes, no one calls your parents. 
 
Question: Why does a retiree often say he doesn't miss work, but 
misses the people he used to work with? 
Answer:   He is too polite to tell the whole truth. 
 
My favorite!!! 
QUESTION: What do you do all week? 
Answer: Mon to Fri. Nothing, Sat & Sun I rest. 
        Submitted by Jay del Prado 

 



HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHOM TO MARRY?   (written by children 10 & under)     
You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she should 
like it that you like sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming.    
-- Alan, age 10  
-No person really decides before they grow up who they're going to marry. God decides it 
all way before, and you get to find out later who you're stuck with.    
-- Kristen, age 10     
2.  WHAT IS THE RIGHT AGE TO 
GET MARRIED?    
Twenty-three is the best age because you know the person FOREVER by then.   
--   Camille, age 10    
3.  HOWCAN A STRANGER TELL IF TWO PEOPLE ARE MARRIED?    
You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be yelling at the same kids.  
-- Derrick, age 8    
 4.  WHAT DO YOU THINK YOUR MOM AND DAD HAVE IN COMMON?    
Both don't want any more kids.     
-- Lori, age 8    
 5.  WHAT DO MOST PEOPLE DO ON A DATE?    
-Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know each other. Even 
boys have something to say if you listen long enough.    
--  Lynnette, age  8    (isn't  she a treasure)  
 -On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually gets them interested 
enough to go for a second date.   
-- Martin, age 10    
 6.  WHEN IS  IT OKAY TO KISS SOMEONE?     
-When they're rich.    
-- Pam, age 7 (Love her) 
 -The law says you have to be eighteen, so I wouldn't want to mess with that.   
-  - Curt, age   7 
   -The rule goes like this: If you kiss someone, then you should marry them and have 
kids with them. It's the right thing to do.     
-  - Howard, age 8    
 7.    IS IT BETTER TO BE SINGLE OR MARRIED?    
It's better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys need someone to clean up after 
them.   
-- Anita, age 9   (bless you child)    
 8.  HOW WOULD THE WORLD BE DIFFERENT IF PEOPLE DIDN'T GET 
MARRIED?     
There sure would be a lot of kids to explain, wouldn't there?   
-- Kelvin, age 8    
And the #1 Favorite is....    
 9.  HOW WOULD YOU MAKE A MARRIAGE WORK?     
Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if she looks like a dump truck. 
  -- Ricky, age 10 
       Submitted by Frank Catalina 

  



 

Recipes 

 
 PIZZA DIP 
 Ingredients: 
 
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened 
1 (14 oz.) jar pizza sauce 
1-1/2 cups mozzarella cheese, grated 
1 (6 oz.) can ripe olives, drained and chopped 
(I actually use less than this; it’s a matter of preference.) 
1 pkg. sliced pepperoni, chopped 
 Directions 

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
  Press cream cheese in bottom of 9” glass pie pan. 
Spread pizza sauce over cream cheese and layer remaining ingredients in order listed. 
Bake at 350 for 25-30 minutes. 
Serve with corn chips. 
Enjoy! 
        Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 

 

 

 

 

 

Theatrical Reviews 
 I recently had occasion to see the Broadway musical School of Rock with a party of 
family and friends. The show had not been my choice and I admit that Iwas skeptical that 
I would enjoy it as much as other shows I've seen. I remembered seeing the film of the 
same name in 2003 and, while I found it and the antics of bad boy star Jack Black 
amusing and entertaining, I wasn't sure how the film could translate to a musical success 
on Broadway. 
 The first twenty or so minutes of the show seemed to confirm my doubts, and I later 
found that more than one member of our party contemplated retiring to the bar and 
lounge with a stiff drink for the rest of the show. Luckily for them they didn't do so. 
People our age are largely not charmed by solid hard rock loudly played and sung and 
that's what we saw and heard in the show's beginning. But it was really just an 
introduction to what the story was about. 
 The main character in the play is a dissolute ne'er do well living at the generosity of 
his married high school friend in the latter's house. He has no income and pays no rent 
and has, over time, worn out the patience of his friend's henpecking wife. To make 
matters worse he's somewhat obnoxious and irresponsible and he is thrown off of the 
rock band he belongs to. They are equally obnoxious, loud and not very good. It is their 
music and his singing with them we hear early in the show and I, for one, didn't like it. 
But I think the composer of the musical didn't want us to like it and he did a good job of 
making that happen. Our "hero", Dewey Finn, has hopes he will become a rock star and 



composer by helping this grungy band win the upcoming "Battle of the Bands." Alas, it is 
not to be. He gets bounced from the band and is facing demands from his friend's wife, 
that he pay rent or get out.                                                                                            
 In desperation Dewey actually secures a job, through impersonation, at a prestigious 
private school as a substitute teacher.  Hence the classroom scenes and now the fun 
begins. Did I mention the composer? The score is by the incomparable Andrew Lloyd 
Weber and he is at his best once the scene changes from Dewey's dismal bedroom to the 
classroom. The school is a tony private school and the children, though well-off represent 
just about every race and ethnicity. The school is all about discipline and order, so the 
children are not so much spoiled as rigidly kept under control to the extent they are 
unnaturally well-behaved.Dewey soon comes to realize that he is woefully unqualified to 
teach them academic subjects, as do the children. But he notices that most of them play 
musical instruments and have music classes, so he decides to teach them the only thing he 
knows, rock music. They react so enthusiastically and with such talent that he devises a 
harebrained scheme to enter them into the Battle of the Bands to compete against the 
band that dumped him. 
 How he gets there is what most of the show is about and it's delightful. The real star 
of the show is this cadre of kids, each about 12 years old. They each have differing 
personalities, as he learns, and different talents. And what talents! Before the beginning 
of the show the management announces that, in response to numerous inquiries from 
audiences, yes, the kids actually do play their instruments. And they act, sing and dance 
as well. There are kids playing the drums, bass guitar, featured guitar, and keyboard (I 
have to say that the keyboard player was a dead ringer for the kid that played Ralphie in 
the iconic holiday favorite film, A Christmas Story. Others are selected to sing with the 
band. These kids are terrifically talented and compelling and they win the audience over 
in an instant. 
 The music and choreography are great and they had the audience moving and 
cheering throughout. In fact I don't think I've ever seen an audience so engaged and 
having so much fun at a show. Needless to say, it ended with a lengthy standing ovation 
and loud cheering. There’s much humor in the dialogue and situations, well played and 
presented. The show is great fun and well worth the trip to see it. 
         By: Frank Catalina 

 
 
 
Restaurant Reviews  

SEASONS 52 
 
Bridgewater Commons, Bridgewater, NJ 
Menlo Park Mall, Edison, NJ 
 
 We visitedboth locations, Bridgewater and Menlo Park and really liked it.  
 The atmosphere is nice, the vibe cool, the service solicitous and the food (quite 
surprisingly for a chain) great!  
 The food changes with the seasons and even with what is fresh locally.  



They offer a separate vegetarian menu, which is a nice touch, but rest assured carnivores, 
you will get your fill. Also, if you're counting calories, the counts are clearly listed next 
to each dish. My hubby liked that the miniature desserts were brought out on a slate, and 
he could just pick and enjoy the one he liked. We had both lunch and dinner at both 
locations, and we had no complaints. Decent wines and cocktails go for the market price, 
and the coffee is good. In Menlo Park, the grill had gone on the fritzone time, so our 
server explained what was available from the menu; no problems. 
  My personal favorite is the Shishito Pepper appetizer, with blistered, mild peppers 
that occasionally will have a hotter one pop up, grilled corn relish and warm goat cheese. 
But truly, you cannot go wrong with anything on the menu, and the portions are 
reasonable. Find their menu at:  http://www.seasons52.com/menu-listing/dinneror 
http://www.seasons52.com/menu-listing/lunch.  

  Reservations are a must, you can do it from their Website or on the phone with the 
restaurant.  
 Seasons 52 is a keeper! 
         Paula Zevin 

 
      We so enjoy sharing restaurant reviews with our Canal Walk community.  Most of us 
enjoy reading them and getting to learn about some new and interesting restaurants to 
explore. However, we have been getting very few reviews lately, and we are hoping to 
stir up some interest amongst our readers to take a little time out and send us a review of 
a restaurant you have recently enjoyed.  Just give us the name, location and phone 
number of the restaurant and delight us with some of your favorite entrees along with 
some prices.  It doesn't have to be long.  So, hurry to your computers and become a 
restaurant reviewer.  Please send them to ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
 
          Ellen Catalina 

 
 
What's Happening 

 

NEW JERSEY STATE THEATRE 

15 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7469 
Aug 9                       7 PM            Retro Future Tour 
Aug 10                     8 PM            Lyle Lovett and His Large Band 
Aug 11                     8 PM            Neil Sedaka 
Aug 17                     8 PM            Buddy Guy 
Aug 23                     8 PM            Ben Harper and The Innocent Criminals                                                                
 
HUNTERDON HILLS PLAYHOUSE (Dinner Show) 

88 Route 173 West, Hampton – (800) 447-7313 

Jul 11 – Aug 24                             The Land We Love 
(Matinees: Mon – Sat 11: 30 AM & Sun 2:30 PM; Evening: Sat 6:30 PM) 
 
 
CIRCLE PLAYERS 

416 Victoria Avenue, Piscataway – (732) 968-7555 



Aug 17 – Sep 16                                    Rip Cord 
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 3 PM) 
 
THE SUMMIT PLAYHOUSE 

10 New England Avenue, Summit – (908) 273-2192 
July 21 – 29                                               101 Dalmatians - KIDS 
(Various Dates and Times) 
 

 

 
SOMERSET VALLEY PLAYHOUSE 
689 Amwell Road (Route 514), Hillsborough – (908)369-7469 
July 21-Aug 6                                         Wagon Wheels West    
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM) 
 

BUCKS COUNTY PLAYHOUSE 

70 South Main Street, New Hope, PA – (215) 862-2121 

Jul 21 - Aug 12                                      Guys and Dolls 
(Various Dates and Times) 
 
THE OFF-BROADSTREET THEATRE 

5 Greenwood Avenue, Hopewell – (609)-466-2766 

Aug 11 – 20                                          Peter Pan 
(Thu 7:30 PM; Fri – Sat 8 PM; Matinee: Sat 2 PM & Sun 3 PM) 
 

 
 
SOMERSET COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM OF NEW JERSEY 

Manville library Branch, 100 South 10
th

 Street, Manville – (908) 722-9722 x8426 

Adult Programs - Series 
Aug 10      6:30 – 7:30 PM                        Finding a Job in the 21st Century – LinkedIn 
                                                                   Basics 
Aug 14      6:00 – 7:00 PM                        Evening Book Group - Enchanted August by  
                                                                   Brenda Bowan 
Aug 16      Noon – 1:00 PM                      Daytime Book Group – Nine Women, One 
                                                                   Dress by Jan L. Rosen 
Aug 16      10:30 AM – 12:30 PM            Find Your Family Tree – Manville resident and 
Genealogy enthusiast, Bob Vornlocker, will 
                                                                  share his techniques to maximize your search 
                                                                  results and help uncover your family tree.   
Aug 24      6:00 – 7:00 PM                       Thursday Thrillers Book Discussion Group –  
                                                                  The Golden Hour by T. Greenwood 
Aug 30     6:30 – 7:30 PM                        Adult Craft Night – Explore a variety of unique               
                                                                  crafting techniques while relaxing with friends.  
Adult Programs 
Aug 3        6:30 – 8:30 PM                      Build a Better Arrangement – Patricia Curran  



                                                                 (Neshanic Garden Club) will demonstrate flower  
                                                                 arranging tips and techniques.  Registration  
                                                                 requested    
Aug 19      2:00 – 3:00 PM                      Meet Galileo Galilei – Bob Gleason (American 
                                                                 Historical Theatre) portrays Italian astronomer,  
                                                                 Scientist and philosopher Galileo Galilei. 
Aug 21      Starting at 1:00 PM                Live Stream of the Eclipse – NASA TV 
Aug 28      6:00 – 8:00 PM                      Cinemangia:  Italian-inspired films and food all 
                                                                 week!  Feature film is “Moonstruck”, with  
                                                                 catering provided by Manville Pizza & 
                                                                 Restaurant.  Adults only.  Registration required. 
Aug 29      6:00 – 8:00 PM                      Feature film is “Life is Beautiful”, with catering 
                                                                 by Nittoli’s Deli & Catering.  Adults Only. 
                                                                 Registration required.    
Aug 30      6:00 – 8:00 PM                      Feature film is “Big Night”, with catering pro- 
vided by the Manville Diner.  Adults only. 
                                                                 Registration required. 
Aug 31     6:00 – 8:00 PM                       Feature film is “Roman Holiday”, with catering 
                                                                 provided by Frank’s Pizza & Restaurant.  Adults 
                                                                 only.  Registration required.   
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 

 

AQUACERCIZE 

 
    Circa 2007 



 
      Circa 2017 

 

FROM OUR VERY OWN PHOTOGRAPHERS 

 
         By David Reissman 



 
   Lavender     By Angela Johns 

 

 
   Rainbow at CW    By Angela Fernan 



 
   Guess where in Colonial Park   By Pat Giammarino 

 

BUMPER STICKERS 

 



 
 

 

 


